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HOMEOWNERS’ GUIDE: 
CRIME PREVENTION THROUGH 
ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN 
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DOORS & LOCKS 

Are exterior doors solid core or 
steel? 

Is there a “Peep hole” on exterior door? 

YES NO 

  y ur neighb urh  d 
te this checklist. 
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LANDSCAPING 

Are your trees trimmed to 
maximize eyewitness potential?

Is there spiny, thorny or otherw
hostile ve etation around fencin  
and low level windows? 

Are your trees trimmed or located 
as to not allow access to second 
foor? 

Do you continue to  room and 
maintain landscapin ? 

Can nei hbours see into your 
backyard? 

If your property is fenced, are 
 ates routinely locked? 

LIGHTING 

Do you have motion activated exterior 
li hts? 

Is there adequate illumination to 
prevent hidin  near windows and 
doors? 

Is your house number clearly 
visible from the road at ni ht? 

Have you considered ener y 
effcient li htin  applications 
which also assist in suspect 
identifcation? 

Are all walkways leadin  to the 
residence well lit? 

Are slidin  patio doors secured by 
screws and/or bars? 

Do your deadbolt locks have the 
required minimum 1” throw into 
the door jam? 

Are exterior strike plates secured 
with 3” lon  screws? 

WINDOWS 

Do your windows have workin  
lock mechanisms? 

Slidin  windows secured by 
screws or bars? 

Semi-permanent security bars or 
 rills on basement windows? 

Have you considered window 
security flm? 

YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 

Do you know all of your 
nei hbours names? 

Do you know your nei hbours 
street addresses? 

Do you call police when you 
observe suspicious vehicles or 
people? 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 
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CITIZENS +POL~~:ty 
Partners for a Safe Com 

HOME PROPERTY SELF-AUDIT 

D  y ur part t  make 
a safer place. C mple

THUNDER BAY CRIME PREVENTION COUNCIL 
MAKE YOUR HOME 

Corporate Strate ic Services Coordinator: Lee-Ann Chevrette SAFER FROM CRIME. 
2nd Floor, City Hall Telephone: 807.625.2554 
500 Donald St. E. Thunder Bay, ON Fax: 807.625.0181 Don’t let your property 
Canada P7E 5V3 Email: lee-ann.chevrette@thunderbay.ca become a tar et. 
Director: Karen Lewis thunderbay.ca/crimepreventi n 

mailto:lee-ann.chevrette@thunderbay.ca


•	 Properly 	maintain 	landscapin  	
shrubs 	to 	be 	no 	hi her 	than 	36 	
inches 	and 	tree 	canopies 	no 	lower 	
than 	7 	ft 	to 	provide 	maximum 	
viewin  	to 	and 	from 	the 	house. 

•	 Use 	automatic 	li htin  	inside 	the 	
home 	as 	well 	as 	around 	the 	exterior 	
of 	the 	property. 

	

 

 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Are tools, sheds and bikes kept 
locked at all times? 

Are ladders kept in locked areas? 

YES NO 

  

 

 ur neighb urh  d 
e this checklist. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	

 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	 	 	 		

	

	 	 	 	 	
	 	 		

	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	
	 	

	

	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	

	 	 	 	 	

ALARM SYSTEMS 

Do you have a security alarm 
system? 

Do all responsible persons know
how to arm/disarm the system? 

Does your system have a 
back-up power supply? 

GARAGE 

Are  ara e windows secured to 
deny access at all times? 

Are  ara e openers not left 
in vehicles parked outside of 
 ara e? 

When away for extended period, 
is the  ara e door disconnected 
from the inside? 

Have you removed hand tools, like 
hammers, drills and pry bars? 

Does your home have a safe, 
stora e container or hidin  area 
for valuables? 

Are important papers (will, 
insurance, passports, stocks, 
bonds, etc) kept off site in a 
safety deposit box? 

Have you completed a video and 
written inventory of your valuables 
includin  serial numbers? 

WHEN AWAY 

Do you cancel newspapers? 

Is your mail stopped, redirected 
or picked-up by trusted 
nei hbours or friends? 

Do you have your lawn/snow 
removal maintained? 

Are interior li hts on timers? 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

NOTES 

  
 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	

	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	

 
 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	

	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	

	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	 	 	 	 	
	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 		

	 	 	 		
	 	

	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	
	 	

	 	
	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 		

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 		

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
 

 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	

	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

WHAT IS CRIME 
PREVENTION THROUGH 
ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN 
(CPTED)? 
CPTED is a proactive crime prevention 
approach that enhances safety by 
infuencin  the physical environment. 
The environment directly affects our 
behaviour, whether or not we are aware 
of it, because we constantly respond to 
what is around us. 

CPTED works by reducin  or eliminatin  
criminal opportunities or unwanted 
behaviour in and around your property. 
By doin  so, it can make us feel safer and 
help improve our quality of life. 

Applyin  CPTED will help make your 
property a less appealin  tar et for crime. 

What can I d  t  pr tect my pr perty? 

CPTED does not have to be expensive 
or diffcult to apply. It simply involves 
takin  full advanta e of your property’s 
natural surveillance, access c ntr l, and 
territ riality p tential. 

NATURAL 
SURVEILLANCE 
increases visibility 
This is central to CPTED and refers to 
the way physical features, activities 
and/or people are or anized to achieve 
maximum visibility. 

ASK YOURSELF: 

•	 Does landscapin  or fencin  obscure 
the view to my property from 
nei hbourin  properties? 

•	 Are there any areas around my 
doors or windows where a person 
could hide? 

•	 Are there areas of contrast or 
shadow around my property 
where intruders can loiter 
without bein  seen? 

 HAT YOU CAN DO: 

•	 Property address should be visible 
from street and ideally backlit with 
numbers at least 5” in hei ht. 

•	 The front door should be visible from 
the street and driveway without any 
folia e blockin  view. 

•	 Windows on all sides of the house 
should provide full visibility of 
property. 

•	 Sidewalks & all areas of the yard 
should be well lit durin  darkness. 

ACCESS CONTROL 
restricts access 
This refers to measures that limit access 
to property, create a perception of risk to 
offenders, and deny them access to tar ets. 
This will discoura e crime and disorder. 

ASK YOURSELF: 

•	 Do people routinely trespass on my 
property and/or fence line? 

•	 Can people trespass on my property 
without bein  seen by others? 

•	 Do any existin  access routes lack 
natural surveillance? 

 HAT YOU CAN DO: 

•	 Attractive porches and walkways 
of stone, concrete and brick act as 
transitional areas to direct visitors to 
the proper entrances & away from 
private areas. 

•	 Use metal tubular  ates and fences 
or fences made of materials where 
visibility is hei htened. 

•	 Keep trees or exterior buildin s from 
roof and 2nd story balcony or windows 
access. 

•	 Use alarms at  ates, doors and 
windows, where appropriate. 

•	 Have and use a 180° peep hole. 

•	 Place thorny plants under windows 
and other vulnerable spots. 

TARGET HARDENING 
& TERRITORIALITY 
pr m tes a sense  f  wnership 
Tar et hardenin  refers to the direct physical 
stren thenin  of space to reduce its vulnerability 
to entry by unauthorized persons. Territoriality 
uses physical features and activities to express 
ownership and control of the environment. 

ASK YOURSELF: 

•	 Is my property used as a short cut? 

•	 Does my property ever have an unlived-in 
or unkempt appearance? 

•	 Are there seldom-used sections of my 
property where people loiter? 

 HAT YOU CAN DO: 

•	 Mark property boundaries with hed es, 
low fences, or  ates. 

•	 Create recreational use for yard spaces and 
encoura e its use. 

•	 Exterior doors should be hin ed on the 
inside and should have at least a sin le 
cylinder dead bolt lock. 

•	 Door locks should be located at least 40 
inches from adjacent windows. 

•	 Avoid  lass in exterior doors. If necessary use 
polycarbonate or bur lary resistance  lazin . 

•	 Interior doors that connect a  ara e to 
a buildin  should have at least a sin le 
cylinder dead bolt lock. 

•	 All windows should have locks. 

•	 Slidin   lass doors should have one 
permanent door on the outside; the inside 
movin  door should have a lock with and 
additional lockin  pin. 

Maintenance is a key aspect  f territ riality 

HOMEO NERS’ PROPERTY SELF-AUDIT

D  y ur part t  make y
a safer place. C mplet
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